
“Art is everywhere, except it has to pass through a creative mind.” -Louise Nevelson 

IB Art and Design 
V470111 IB DP Visual Arts 

Instructor: Meaghan Shomion, grades: 10-12 
651.744.3140       meaghan.shomion@stpaul.k12.mn.us     https://www.spps.org/Page/1770 

I. Course Summary and Description 
Students in this two-year course of study will be given challenging projects and assignments guided both by the instructor 
and by their own themes and styles. High quality work is expected and students are required to redo/complete work to 
meet criteria standards. Plan for 2-7 hours of home study a week, depending on the current unit/project as well as your 
work ethic and efficiency during class time. Lectures, readings, notes, hands-on studio work, critiques, analytical writing, 
and visual responses to a range of prompts are designed to help you continually improve self-awareness of your own 
design choices and grow in the ability to discuss ideas and art theories. 
 
Each year, through independent and teacher-led activities, students are encouraged to experiment with… 

Lens Based Techniques (such as photography, graphic design)  
2-D Techniques (such as drawing, painting, printmaking)  
3-D Techniques (such as sculpture, ceramics, mold-making, woodworking)  

 
This class coincides with the International Baccalaureate examination.  
All students produce:  

1. an organized digital portfolio.  
2. a 15 to 20 slide comparative study examining three works of art by culturally and contextually diverse artists 
3. an art exhibition containing 7-11 works of art and accompanying text 

All artwork, book work, and comparative study work is graded for class credit. 
 
II. Units of Study  
Monthly, students are responsible to develop five high quality process portfolio pages and one finished studio art piece or 

series.  

Q1 - Developing Techniques and Exploring Themes: Students will develop skills with a variety of ideas and materials 

Q2  - Museum Visit, Comparative Study: Prepare for their own Exhibition, and deep art analysis, research, and comparison. 

Q3 -Organizing Materials for IB Testing: Selecting strong work which supports IB rubric goals and writing about the work. 

Q4 -Portfolio Development: Ongoing research, reflection, idea development, and artistic creation. 

 
III. Standards and IB DP Assessments 
IB/DP Aims of the arts are to enable students to:(1) Enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts. (2) Become informed, 
reflective and critical practitioners in the arts.(3) Understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts. (4) Explore and 
value the diversity of the arts across time, place and cultures. (5) Express ideas with confidence and competence. (6) 
Develop perceptual and analytical skills. 
 
IB Assessment Objectives (AO) 

AO1 Knowledge and Understanding Identify, describe and present various artistic contexts, ideas, 
conventions, techniques, art forms and processes.  

AO2 Application and Analysis of AO1 Express AO1 through visual communication, written analysis and 
application of skills, techniques and processes. 

AO3 Synthesis and Evaluation Critically analyze, discuss, reflect and evaluate your own artwork 
and the artwork of others.  Form personal intentions that consider 
how meaning can be conveyed to an audience.  

AO4 Skills and Techniques Experiment with different media, materials and techniques. 
Demonstrate technical proficiency.  Produce a body of artworks 
appropriate to intentions. 

 
The Scholar is in you! This is your own natural-born interest and curiosity. Let loose your desire to explore and learn. 
Continue to apply and develop your scholarly skills of research, inquiry and investigation.  

 



“Don’t wait for inspiration. It comes while one is working.” -Henri Matisse  

HP Grading Scale (%) 
Highland Park Senior High School  uses a 70/30 grading system.  70% of the grade is based on summative assessments 
(materials submitted to the IB) and 30% of the grade is based on formative assessments (classroom activities and 
assignments that scaffold the work submitted to the IB).  Deadlines count and late work will result in a loss of points 
according to the Highland Park Academic Grading Policy; 10% each day for formative work, and after 3 days no credit for 
formative work; and there is simply no credit for late summative work.  
 

IV. Methodology   
A Three Pronged Approach 

 Student characteristics Teacher’s role 

Sage They are great at making art that is 
personal. Ideas come to them. They are 
thoughtful. They are observant. They 
may make art almost like therapy, a 
release. They are open to creative 
energy and let it flow. 

I respect your individuality! I will always 
cheer for you to make art that is personal. I 
support the thoughtful philosopher in you, 
using art as self-exploration, expression, 
and meaning.  

 

Scholar They are curious and really enjoy inquiry, 
exploring, investigating, digging deep 
into art, art history, and the lives of 
artists. They are tuned into their natural 
desire to learn and are great at asking 
questions. 

 

developing your skills with materials, 
practicing the perseverance, the drive and 
dedication to be an artisan, a craftsperson. 
I will push you and challenge you to grow. I 
will ask you to re-work, re-do, try again. I am 
going to ask you to dig deep. I will 
demonstrate techniques.  I will give you 
constructive feedback.  

Tech- 
nician 

They are very good at controlling the 
materials they work with. They have a 
drive and a dedication to hone their skills. 
They show perseverance and know that 
if it doesn’t look good at first, they can 
reflect on what needs changing and go 
back and make adjustments, like a true 
artisan. 

If you enjoy just one of these areas, you can 
do alright in IB Art, but students who 
embrace and balance all three parts of 
themselves, Sage, Scholar, and Technician 
really excel!  

 

 

Feedback and Support: Also, due to the nature of the independent portfolio, students are often at 
different places. Sometimes you might just need a thumbs up, and “keep at it. You got this!”; 
Sometimes you may need a push, or a technique reminder, “That brush is not the best for making 
clouds,” or “Have you thought about how using hat color might affect the viewer’s emotional 
response?”. I will ask you, do you want support now or advice ? Students should do this with peers too. 
The vocabulary is cheerleader (support) and coach (advice). Asking for feedback is important to 
personal growth. Seek opinions from others. Reflect on your own thoughts/intuition.  
 
IV. Text/Resources 
Scholastic Art Magazines; Discovering Art History; Classroom computers, Scanners, ipads; 
photography books and magazines; teacher generated materials and online resources, Class 
Lectures and Technical Presentations, and Art Museum Visits.  Independently, students will need to 
use a variety of academic sources, (web and book) cited in MLA format in their Process Portfolio. 

 
“Whatever you are, be a good one” - Abraham Lincoln  

 



“Don’t wait for inspiration. It comes while one is working.” -Henri Matisse  

V. Classwork Expectations 
Due to the high number and rigor of projects planned for this semester, I expect class time to be used 
efficiently and effectively. Upon entering the room, students should read the board for directions, 
gather materials, and begin as directed.  
 
VI. Expectations for Class Conduct 
Be safe and respectful of teachers, peers and materials. No devices, other than the school issued 
iPads, are allowed.  Earbuds and headphones are also not permitted.  Please keep in mind that you 
are sharing a learning opportunity with 
 your peers – when you waste class time, you are wasting everybody’s time. 

The International Baccalaureate Examination in Visual Art 
The Final IB Exam is weighted: Comparative Study (20%); Process Portfolio (40%); and Exhibition 
(40%). Graded and ungraded classroom activities support students in developing skills and work 
towards their successful examination, including meeting specific rubrics and mark bands. Classwork 
will have rubrics derived from the exam criteria.  

● The Comparative Study is a 15 slide comparison of 3 different works of art by western and 
non-western artists: With a strong analysis of formal qualities/6pts; interpretation of function 
and purpose/6pts; evaluation of cultural significance /6pts; making comparisons and 
connections/6pts; presentation of subject specific language/6pts and for HL testers making 
connections to their own art making practice with words and pictures in 5 additional slides.  

● T he Process Portfolio   (9-18 slides SL) (13-25 slides HL) is made up of combined and refined 
pages from students own book pages including art in-process photos to meet the following 
criteria: With strong evidence of Skills, techniques and processes/12pts; critical 
investigation/6pts; communication of ideas and intentions/6pts; presentation and subject 
specific language, such as good balance of text and image, headings, legibility, clear 
explanations and correct use of terms/4pts. 

● The Exhibition is a digital presentation of artwork including individual photos of each work, two 
gallery shots of the students own thoughtfully displayed and arranged art, a curatorial 
rationale explaining the reasons the pieces were selected to display together and why they 
were arranged this way, and text explaining the idea and inspiration and materials choices for 
each individual work of art to support the criteria of a strongly  
Coherent body of work/9pts; technical competence/9pts; conceptual qualities /9pts, and 
curatorial practice/3pts.  

 
Other Course Information 
  
Materials Needed: 1 sketchbook, hardbound, 8.5 “ x 11”, unlined, not perforated, ~100 pgs , and a $20 
lab fee  that covers a range of basic classroom materials; students may purchase own additional 
supplies if desired. It is also recommended that students make or buy a portfolio  to store finished 2-D 
works and/or transporting work to and from school. Students are encouraged to find a space to 
make/store projects worked on outside of class, and choose times  to work after school regularly to 
further develop studio habits. 
 
Homework and Classwork Expectations: Please allow for 2-7 hours of home study a week, depending 
on the current unit/project as well as your work ethic and efficiency during class time.  
 
Safe Space: Be safe and respectful of teachers, peers and materials. Take risks in your own work, 
push yourself to give and receive feedback. For real strength and growth we must all be connected 
and communicating with each other! 

 



“Don’t wait for inspiration. It comes while one is working.” -Henri Matisse  

I have read and understand the expectations for the 2018-2019 Highland IB Visual Art class. 
 

 

Student Name________________________________  

Student Signature_____________________________Parent Signature__________________________________ 

 

Student Bio (may write more on bottom of page): 

Grade Level  ____    Birthday ___/___/___     Allergies/medical concerns ___________________________________ 

Favorite artists, styles, and or past art materials used. . . 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things a teacher can do to help you learn and be successful in class. . .  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Things you can do to help yourself learn and be successful in class. . . 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Anything else you would like your teacher to know about you? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

$20 Lab Fee  

 ____  submitted        _____ not yet submitted      ____ including extra fee to help others 

Teacher will sign and return this as a paid receipt, which can be saved as a record for taxes; donation to a non-profit. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$20 Lab Fee 

Thank you for your donation to help make Highland Park Art classrooms even stronger with your charitable donation. 

 

___________________________________      ______________ 

Meaghan Shomion Date 
HPSH Visual Arts  Instructor 
1015 S. Snelling Ave. St. Paul, MN 55116 

 
“Whatever you are, be a good one” - Abraham Lincoln  

 


